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1. Introduction

A number of options for term and holiday dates 2018/19 were drafted and considered by
EMAB on 8 December 2016. A preferred version was selected for consultation.

2. Consultation

The consultation ran from 9 January 2017 to 24 February 2017. The consultation was
published on the West Berkshire Council consultation finder section of the website making
it publicly available for responses. The consultation was also emailed to the following
stakeholders:

¢ All Headteachers (including academies)

e Newbury College

e Portsmouth Catholic and Oxford Anglican Diocese

e Unions

West Berkshire provides the term and holiday dates framework for maintained schools.

The framework covers 191 days, which is comprised of 190 “pupil days” and one common
training day in September. Schools must set four training days from outside of the “pupil
days”.

The Council recommends that schools consider aligning term dates with other schools in
the area, for example, secondary schools with primary schools, in recognition of families
with children at different schools.
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3. Responses
10 responses were received in total: Agree — 5 Neutral — Disagree — 5

respondents submitted comments for consideration.

o 1 comment was concerned about the length term 2

o 1 comment wanted an inset day on g™ January

o 1 comment would prefer the February half term to start a week earlier
o 1 comment wanted terms evenly distributed

The complete responses are available at Appendix B to this report.

4. Neighbouring Local Authorities

Proposed term dates were received from Hampshire and Reading Local Authorities.

A comparison table is available in Appendix C. Reading LA has a later half term in Term 1,
Hampshire starts Term 3 earlier but all other term dates are broadly in line (given that the
number of days set varies by LA)

5. Consideration of Comments

The comments were considered by lan Pearson and EMAB on 23 March 2017.

No changes were considered necessary in the context that very few comments were
received and the changes requested by responders were not supported more widely.

6. Recommendation

As a result of the consultation, it is recommended that:

e the calendar of dates (as at Appendix A) is approved.
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APPENDIX A - CALENDAR OF PROPOSED DATES FOR 2018/19
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APPENDIX B — CONSULTATION RESPONSES

e As a Headteacher, | always want to start a 'large’ term with an INSET day. The proposed dates mean that | will have to have
Friday 4th January as an INSET day and this is far from ideal. | would propose the Spring Term starts on Tuesday 8th
January and the day is placed at the beginning or end of another half term.

¢ | would like to see the holiday at the end of term 1 fall a week later. Term 2 is always incredibly busy, with many Christmas
related activities, productions and trips taking place at the end of term. It is also a week longer than Term 1. By the end of
Term 2 children are usually exhausted. | would therefore like to suggest that Term 1 is made a week longer and Term 2 a
week shorter in order to slightly alleviate this situation.

e they seem fine

e Term 5 is too short, isn't there anyway the terms can be more evenly distributed in 2019

e Could the February half term be a week earlier. This would make holidays for parents much more accessible. My daughter
does gymnastics grades in March as is not allowed to take time off 6 weeks before grades. Having the half term a week
earlier would allow us to go away as a family.

e We have traditionally tried to maximise the number of student days before mid-May, to enable more teaching time for exam

groups. This process usually entails keeping to a week, the October break. We intend to start on Tue 4 September, using
Mon 3 September as Inset, start on Tue 23 April, and finish the year on Fri 19 July.
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West Berkshire dates:

190 “pupil days” set, plus 4 September as a training day. Schools to select 4 further training days from outside of these dates. This

APPENDIX C - COMPARISON

West Berkshire

Hampshire

Reading

Term 1 05/09/18 — 19/10/18  03/09/18 — 19/10/18  05/09/18 — 26/10/18
33 days 34 days 38 days

Term 2 30/10/18 — 20/12/18  29/10/18 — 19/12/18  05/11/18 —21/12/18
38 days 38 days 35 days

Term 3 07/01/19 — 15/02/19  03/01/19 — 15/02/19  07/01/19 — 15/02/19
30 days 32 days 30 days

Term 4 25/02/19 — 05/04/19  25/02/19 — 05/04/19  25/02/19 — 12/04/19
30 days 30 days 35 days

Term 5 24/04/19 — 23/05/19  23/04/19 — 24/05/19  29/04/19 — 24/05/19
21 days 23 days 19 days

Term 6 03/06/19 — 24/07/19  03/06/19 — 24/07/19  03/06/19 — 23/07/19
38 days 38 days 37 days

Total 190 days 195 days 194 days

brings the total to the required 195 days. Suggested training days are 3 Sept, 29 Oct, 23 April and 24 May.

Hampshire dates:

195 school days set. This is 190 “pupil days” plus 5 training dates. This brings the total to the required 195 days.

Reading dates:
194 school set, plus 4 September as a training day. Schools to select 4 further training days from within these dates. This brings
the total to the required 195 days.
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